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WineGB – Minutes of the 8th Annual General Meeting
Date: 9th September 2025 
Time: Meeting opened shortly after 10:00 and aimed to finish by 11:00 
Location: Online (recorded and to be posted on the members’ area) 
Chair: Nick Wenman, Chair of WineGB 
CEO: Nicola Bates 
Attendees: 35 members present (quorate)

WineGB – AGM Executive Summary
WineGB held its eighth Annual General Meeting on 9th September 2025 with 35 members in attendance, confirming a quorate meeting. Chair Nick Wenman opened the session, acknowledging the significant contribution of outgoing Chair Sam Linter and thanking CEO Nicola Bates and the WineGB team for their continued leadership.
Industry Overview
The UK wine sector continues its rapid expansion:
· 1,100+ vineyards and ~240 wineries now operating.
· Vineyard area has grown 500% since 2005, reaching 4,850 hectares (estimated 5,500 ha today).
· Over 10 million bottles sold last year, with still wine sales rising to ~3 million bottles.
· Tourism and DTC now account for 30% of revenue.
· Exports up 35%, representing 9% of total sales.
Despite strong growth, the sector faces pressures from rising costs, higher duties, and weather‑related production challenges. Some consolidation is expected as the industry matures.

Strategic Priorities
WineGB’s work is structured around three pillars:
1. Marketing & Trade
· Strengthening the category brand, including the new national campaign “Create New Traditions – Drink English & Welsh Wine.”
· Expanding on‑trade listings, especially by the glass.
· Building export markets and capitalising on opportunities for still wine.
2. Production & People
· Improving yields, compliance, and technical excellence.
· Delivering guidance, webinars, and the Green Book.
· Addressing workforce shortages, with 90% of members expecting to hire in the next three years.
3. Reputation & Advocacy
· Deepening engagement with government, including No.10 and DEFRA.
· Advancing the Wine Duty Relief campaign ahead of the November budget.
· Launching the new WineGB website with a Knowledge Hub, wine map, and improved member experience.
Industry Data Highlights (Mark Laughton)
· 74 new vineyards planted in 2024; Kent and Essex lead growth.
· 99 grape varieties now planted across the UK.
· 2024 harvest was the lowest since 2016 due to weather, but still produced 10.6 million bottles.
· Sales grew 3% overall; still wine up 10%; exports strong across 9 of the top 10 markets.
· Employment reached 3,300 full‑time roles, up 18% since 2022.
Governance
Three new board members were appointed following a competitive process:
· Charlie Holland (Jackson Family Estates)
· Michael Kennedy (Roebuck)
· Gary Smith (MDCV)
Two will stand for re‑election due to Articles requirements.
Voting (AGM, Group A and Group B)
· Minutes from AGM 4th July 2024, were adopted
· Accounts ending 31st December 2024, were adopted
· Group A members re-elected Charlie Holland as a Group A Director
· The AGM members endorsed re-election of Charlie Holland as Group A director on the Board
· Group B members re-elected Michael Kennedy as a Group B Director
· The AGM members endorsed re-election of Michael Kennedy as a Group B Director on the Board
· The AGM members re-elected Carpenter Box as WineGB financial account auditors
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