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Subject – Back British Vineyards

[MP Name – to find contact details for your MP search here:  https://members.parliament.uk/findyourmp?SearchText= ]
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

Dear [MP Name], 
 
The English and Welsh wine sector needs help. We need your support for Wine Tourism Relief that would help partially level the playing field with imported wines and safeguard the growth and resilience of the UK’s domestic vineyard and winery sector.  
 
You can Back British Vineyards, with this modest, targeted tax measure and make a substantial difference to businesses like ours. It would allow me to invest, strengthening business in the countryside and help secure the future of one of the UK’s fastest‑growing agricultural sectors. 
 
We celebrated English Wine Week last month (20 – 28 June), which saw vineyards across the country welcome visitors, creating jobs, and contributing to local tourism. WineGB, the trade association for the UK wine sector, reports that Britain now has more than 1,100 vineyards and around 280 wineries, with land under vine increasing fivefold since 2005. Last year, producers harvested 16.5 million bottles of wine, representing a 55% increase over 2024.  
 
Behind the growth there are problems and we need access to support seen by other wine regions. Between 2018 and 2023 sales grew by over 160%, but due to the cost-of-living crisis, limited consumer confidence and fewer celebratory moments sales rose 10% in 2023 and then just 3% in 2024.  
 
We face and uneven playing field where small to large wine regions around the world secure government funding for investment in the vineyard, wineries, marketing and export. The UK is winning global awards, has high quality wines and is on trend now, but we risk losing our moment. We urge the government to invest to drive growth in what could be a real driver for the economy and our global food standing. 
 
The proposal for a Wine Tourism Relief, is a target measure that would be a step towards real investment.      
 
The Back British Vineyards campaign calls for a Wine Tourism Relief that: 
· Asks for the removal of duty for sales at vineyards and wineries for wine sold on-site through the cellar door (capped at a maximum of 50,000 75cl bottles per producer) 
· Such a relief would reduce duty collected on cellar door sales to circa 1.47 million bottles 
· At a cost of approximately just £6 million to the exchequer 
· Encourages sustained investment in high quality rural jobs 
· Would provide certainty and build confidence to encourage regular reinvestment   
· Encourages sustainable growth and environmental stewardship 
· Strengthens the UK’s position as an emerging wine tourism destination 
 
This is a practical adjustment that recognises the unique nature of vineyards as both agricultural producers and visitor destinations and would provide simple, practical and proportionate support to an industry that is generating jobs, tourism and long‑term economic value. 
 
I would be grateful if you could: 
· Raise this issue with Defra, DCMS, DBT and especially HMT ministers 
· Support discussions on how the duty relief could be implemented 
· Visit a local vineyard to see firsthand the economic and community benefits 
 
English and Welsh wine can be a national success story. With your support, we can get to the scale to deliver multi-skilled jobs, investment, and pride for rural Britain. 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
Yours sincerely,  
 
[Your Name] [Vineyard / Business Name, where relevant] [Constituency] 
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