Template letter to your local MP to ask them to support WTR


[Your Vineyard / Winery Name]
[Address]
[Postcode]
[Email / Phone]
[Date]
[MP Name – to find contact details for your MP search here:  https://members.parliament.uk/findyourmp?SearchText= ]
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
Dear [MP Name],
Re: Support for Wine Tourism Relief to Strengthen Local Viticulture and Rural Economies
I am writing as a local wine producer and constituent to ask for your support for an important proposal that would help safeguard the growth and resilience of the UK’s domestic vineyard and winery sector. The initiative, known as Wine Tourism Relief (WTR), outlines how a modest, targeted tax measure could make a substantial difference to businesses like ours.
The past six years have seen exceptional progress for UK wine. Nationally, vineyard acreage has expanded by nearly 70%, the industry has delivered two record harvests, and sales have grown by 200%. However, the most recent figures show that this pace is slowing: following 10% growth in 2023, sales increased by just 3% in 2024. Although our sector continues to outperform the wider wine market, we are increasingly affected by pressures in mainstream hospitality and the broader economic climate. To maintain the momentum of recent years, government intervention is now critical.
WTR would directly support ongoing investment and stability by redirecting a part of the excise duty collected from on‑site cellar‑door sales back into domestic vineyards and wineries. This would give small producers the confidence to reinvest, create skilled jobs and continue contributing to the vitality of rural areas such as ours.
Wine tourism already plays a crucial role in the UK hospitality landscape. Across England and Wales, more than 300 vineyards offer tourism experiences, and for many, including our own, these activities represent around 25% of total income. Whether through tours, tastings, farm‑to‑table dining, cellar‑door purchases or on‑site accommodation, wine tourism provides a vital buffer in a challenging economic environment.
In 2024, 1.73 million bottles were sold directly to visitors and local customers. The proposal recommends a capped, de minimis duty relief on up to 50,000 bottles per producer, applied exclusively to on‑site sales. This focused intervention would cover around 1.4 million bottles nationwide and comes at an estimated cost of just £6 million to the Exchequer, while delivering meaningful benefits to rural businesses, employment and local supply chains.
From my perspective as a wine producer and local business in your constituency, this measure would provide simple, practical and proportionate support to an industry that is generating jobs, tourism and long‑term economic value.
The proposal from WineGB is attached / can be found here [use as appropriate] and I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further at your convenience. Your support for WTR would make a significant difference to our business and to the wider success of UK wine.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Yours sincerely,



[Your Name]
[Your Position]
[Your Vineyard / Winery Name]

